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This is my first newsletter 
as editor.   I donõt know 
how I can possibly be  a 
worthy successor to 
Nicola, but I will do my 

best. 

Firstly I must start with 
apologies for the lateness 
of this editionñwhich 
was intended to be the 
Summer edition, but has 
been delayed by the 
teething problems getting 
to grips with the required 
software, at a time I 
have also been dealing 
with the supervision of 
builders, then moving 
house (with the 
broadband connection 
still to catch up...).   
Apologies for any 
technical errors in this 
reportñall will run much 
more smoothly for the 
Christmas editionñI 

promise !   

Thanks particularly to all 
who have contributed to 
this edition, especially as 
some of you have 
provided updates due to 
the delay.  It is 
particularly rewarding to 
see a contribution from a 

non-ringer. 

The next edition will be 
at Christmas.  Please 
send your contributions  
by December 6th.  Many 
thanks and best wishes, 

Tessa 

tessaallum@aol.co.uk 

Tel: 01635 204044 

 

Thoughts from the Branch Chairman  

When Tessa reminded me that I ought to write a piece for the Newsletter, 

I wondered what on earth I could write that would not be covered else-

where. I suspect there is nothing, because we have such an enthusiastic 

team of Officers working to keep the Branch ticking over. However, there 

are some things I would like to mention (you know me) and here seems 

to be a good place to do so! 

Firstly I would like to pay tribute to the work done by Marcus, who did a 

sterling job of encouraging people throughout the Branch during his 

terms as Ringing Master and Chairman. His enthusiasm was infectious 

and we have seen a resurgence of interest across the Branch: for example, 

he lived and ran a tower at the Eastern end, but for some mysterious rea-

son travelled to the Western end on a regular basis! 

Secondly I would also like to thank Nicola Hibbert, who passed the Edi-

torship of the Newsletter over to Tessa at the last AGM. Nicola worked 

extremely hard to produce a number of issues and we have her to thank 

for introducing the electronic version, complete with pictures and sound -

bites. The hard copy version was also available for those of us less tech-

nologically aware and was equally good.  

"We would like to say farewell to a past Branch Ringing Master and 

Chairman, Adam Rae-Smith, who has recently moved from Kintbury to 

the Loughborough area. Adam served as Tower Captain at Kintbury for 

many years and was a keen leader at Kintbury and in the Newbury 

Branch throughout that time. He oversaw the rehanging and augmenta-

tion at Kintbury and introduced a new use of the ring room, maturing 

and testing home made wine! Adam will be missed at the tower practices 

and through the Branch. We send him our best wishes in his new home 

and job." 

Our year has started with quite a series of highly successful events; the 

outing, the Branch Social and Striking Contest, the introduction of the 
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cont.../ 



Newbury Branch Outing 2009  
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The Branch outing was arranged this year by Mark Brock 

of East Garston. He decided to focus on the Stroud area, it 

being a very pleasant part of the country and having the 

benefit of some fine rings of bells. 

The day dawned and it looked like fine weather so our 

crack of dawn start (for a Saturday) was full of promise.  

We arrived at Quantel only 5 minutes late (slow traffic on 

the A339) but were soon seated on the coach ready to pick 

everybody else up in Hungerford.  

Our arrival at the first tower, Holy Trinity Minchinhamp-

ton, was fascinating. We 

seemed to take the coach 

down some fairly nar-

row residential estate 

roads, before parking at 

the local school, in sight of the church some two hundred yard 

away. We all dismounted the coach and walked to the church, a 

few minutes early. For some of us that was the cue to explore 

the locality, and having happened on an establishment selling 

coffee and cakes, it was only polite to try it out! Once refreshed 

a trip up the tower to try out the six bell was next on the agenda, 

although access was delayed because they had hidden the en-

trance round the back of the church. 

cont/... 

.../cont 

Now we have had the opportunity of the Summer Holidays to have a short rest and recharge the 

batteries, we can restart in September with fresh vigour. These events have not just happened; they 

have been the result of lots of hard work and meticulous planning by a number of very dedicated 

people. However, none of them would have worked without you, the Branch members, who have 

taken part, enjoyed them and made them the successes they were. 

Thank you all!  

Mike Till  



  .../cont 

We then moved to the next tower, St Mary the Virgin, Painswick, with its famous old twelve. We 

approached this with a little trepidation as most of us rarely ring on twelve. However, we acquit-

ted ourselves well, ringing several methods, including Stedman cinques and Little Bob maximus, 

together with lots of rounds. It was here that our coach driver revealed that he was a lapsed ringer. 

We persuaded him to have a go and he rang some very creditable rounds on twelve as his return 

to ringing.  

Lunch was taken in Painswick, with many people eating together in the Royal Oak, while a few 

formed a splinter group in the Falcon.  

The first tower after lunch was St Swithun, Leonard Stanley, a ring of six rung from the chancel 

crossing. This always means that the ropes are fairly long, but we had some very good ringing on 

them nonetheless. The ancient buildings round the church were of great interest, including the old 

Tithe Barn. The situation of toilets next to the barn was a great relief to many! 

number of years. We encouraged him to revisit the tower as he still lives in the area, being sure 

that the Swindon ringers will make him welcome.  

There was time then to walk into the town and find food and drink to refresh us after another very 

successful outing, before settling back into the coach for the journey back to the Newbury Branch 

and onwards home. I would like to offer many thanks to Mark for arranging such an interesting 

range of bells, both in weight and number, and for choosing such a pretty part of the country as 

the setting. 

Mike Till  
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