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The next edition will be "’}%‘ Tower Updates: Hungerford 12, 13 "’}%‘
the Spring. Please se Qo o8 Qs
your contributions by “’}é““ Thatcham 14 "’}é““
Monday, 22nd March. o o 100 vrs ago 14 0 o
would particularly like tg .-3;%« yrsag 0-)3§€“
hear from the Tower o Whitechapel Bell Foundry Visit 15 16 o
captains with news of ‘_)‘3;:{(_‘ ‘_)‘3;{(_‘
events and progress in 208 Prize Quiz 17 18 208

each of our towers.

Best wishes to you all
and to your families for
very happy, and hopef
a bit more prosperous,

2010.
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From the Branch Chairman

(zOwUUUI webaul pOT w( wOl OUPOOWI T Ul whBDOOWET wuUl xI EUI
ever, there are one or two items | would like to mention.

The first is by way of apre-p EUODP OT nww( Ow, EaOwPbUwhUwUT T w-1 PEUUA
nual General Meeting. This will involve us in an event that, on a nice day, will attract between 70

and 120 ringers to the area. The format is usually the same: have a number of towers open before the
meeting, generally open sequentially following a route towards the place where the service and
meeting will be held. Mark Robins has agreed to set up the routes and we hope to be able to hold the
meeting at Hungerford (the date clashes with the Newbury Festival and we cannot hold the meeting

there). We will need people to act as stewards at the various towers, so please let Mark know if you

could help.

The second item is to congratulate Speen for getting going again, under the enthusiastic eye of Mark,
and also to congratulate them on completing their first AGM, electing Rebecca as their Tower Cap-
tain. With one or two lapsed ringers and some new recruits, they have progressed well and we wish

them the best of luck for the future.

Mike Till

A Ringing Master reports
Branch Practices

Continuing as before, our monthly practices are well supported and | try to make them
U001 U1 DOT wi OUwWI YT UaOOl 2 whPUT WEWYEUDI UDawdi wubpOoT -
social gettogether for branch members and a drink afterwards. Not forgetting of course, that

some lucky person usually goes home much richer than they were 90 minutes earlier, with 200

club winnings. With all that going on, how can anyone keep away?!

Branch Quarter Peal Week and Dinner

The notices have now gone out for both events, the quarter peal week being Sunday to Saturday,
February 14" to 20n, with the dinner on the 20t. Please support this event, either as an experi-
enced ringer or conductor, or take the opportunity to progress with the benefit of a strong band to
help you. The flyers, which should be available on your tower notice boards, give full details.

Cont/...
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Quarter & Curry Nights

Unfortunately, | missed September with other commitments getting in the way. Apart from that

UT QUT T Owpbkl wl EYT wi EEWEwWlI PRUVUT wi EET wOOOUT 6 ww3T 1
lunch at The Bladebone, Chapel Row, and a weekday lunch at The Round Oak, Padworth. A few
highlights that | can remember were Geoff Dodd proudly drinking a pint of lemonade and lime

(although it looks like la-
ger) at Padworth and insist-
ing that | photograph it as
evidence, also the quarter
of Plain Bob Major at Strat-
field Mortimer, which was
rung so well, it was a real
treat, and Union Triples at
Kintbury, a first for several
of us. With this event be-
POT wUOwxOxUOE
to arrange them on a
monthly basis with some
being evenings, some
weekdays and others at
weekends.

Striking Competitions

With Thatcham winning the Branch 6 bell competition, they went on to represent us at the Guild
competition in October, so well done and thanks to Thatcham for their efforts. As with the 8 bell
event, there were not enough takers for the 10 bell competition in November. Hopefully, next year

will meet with more success at raising 8 and 10 bell bands. | would also encourage local towers to
put teams together for the Branch 6 bell competition. It will coincide with the social afternoon as

run very successfully at Speen this year and include The Marshall Shield, for novice bands. It is also
worth quoting an overall aim as set out by the Guild, which reads: ?taencourage Sunday Service and
Branch Bands to improve their striking and to regard good striking rather than the complexity of method:
UUOT wE U wE wAUtherieRhat | sttoBy) Gwpport and which illustrates that the focus is on
striking and not necessarily the competition element. Lastly, it is worth noting that call changes are
allowed in the main event instead of a method test piece. So, | hope to see lots of bands taking part
next year.

Cont/...
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Union Triples
(notation: 3.1.7.1.7.1.7.1.7.1.7.1.5.1)

Some may have noticed that a few quarters of Union Triples have been rung lately in these parts.

With it being a very old method and one that has been seldom rung in recent years, | thought some

I PUOOUVUaAawOEAWET woOi wbOUT UT UUBww3T 1T wOEOI wExxI EUUwWU
that existed in London from 1713 to around 1754 and the method may have originally been known
EUw?! ECEPPOUW4O0OPOOW3UDXxOl U2 wETI UT UwPUUwWODOI QawEU!
)y EOI Uz Ow! EUT wrdTod whick inofiéetl & MrMIbion who had recently joined the Bath

Ringing Society having left the Union Scholars on moving away from London. Was this the first

peal in the method? Anyway, Union is very similar to Grandsire and is fun to ring, with a few quar-

ters having now been rung locally and more to come. So, here is an easy composition for you to try

if you feel like something a bit different:

1,260 Union Triples
Composed by J Bines

234567
- 472356 2
- 524367 3
- 3254675
- 423567 5

six part, single for
bob halfway and end

Stop Press.....

A significant ring at Midgham, St Mat-
thew on 20th December: Heather Allen
achieved her first quarter ringing in-
side, and Angela Brown rang her 50th
quarter this year. 1260 Grandsire Dou-
bles was rung in 40 minutes.

It was freezing cold inside and outside
the tower, but a lovely sunny afternoon,
as the pictures show. A nice quarter,
and well done to Heather.

Before the quarter.... Mark Robbins ...and after
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http://ringing.org/main/pages/method?name=Union&stage=7

