
Newbury Branch Newsletter  

April 2010  

Newsletter time again.   

No fear that I wonõt have 

enough copy to fill itñas 

ever weõve been an 

active branch and thereõs 

lots to report on.   

This time we have an 

increased number of 

reports from the Towers; 

thank you to the 

contributing Tower 

Captains.  Mike Head 

has written about the 

removal of the 

Peasemore bells, and we 

look forward to hearing 

the next part of the story 

in the next newsletter.  

Iõm spending Easter in 

Shropshire, so am 

reminded of  the bells in 

On Bredon Hill, which is 

reproduced here. 

The next edition will be 

Summer, when weõll have 

news of the Branch 

Social, Striking 

Competitions and the 

Guild AGM, among the 

other activities.  Please 

send your contributions 

by Monday, 26th July.   

Best wishes to you all 

and to your families for a 

very happy Easter. 

Tessa 

tessaallum@aol.com 

Tel: 01635 204044 
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From the Branch Chairman  

Time has slipped by and we have another edition of the Newsletter. After the excitement of the 

AGM, where all the officers were re -elected, we need to reflect a little on what is going on in the 

Branch. We have been very successful in maintaining regular monthly practices; there have been 

ÝÈÙÐÖÜÚɯÛÙÈÐÕÐÕÎɯÌÝÌÕÛÚȰɯ,ÈÙÒɀÚɯɁ0ÜÈÙÛÌÙɯÈÕËɯ"ÜÙÙàɂɯÌÝÌÕÛÚɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÙȰɯÛÏÌɯ0ÜÈÙÛÌÙɯ/ÌÈÓɯ

week was also very successful; not to mention the outing and social events, like the Branch dinner. 

All this, to me, adds up to signs of a healthy upsurge in interest in the Branch.  

This has not happened spontaneously. There is a group of dedicated, enthusiastic people who have 

been making the arrangements, circulating publicity, ensuring people know what is going on and 

finally making sure the events run smoothly and that everybody has access to what they need from 

the Branch. 

However, we must not be complacent. Despite all our efforts, we are bound to have missed some-

body and we would like to make sure that person has their opportunity too. So, my message to all 

members (and potential members) is, if there is something you need that we can arrange for you, 

please let any of the Branch Officers know. That is what your Guild is here for, to act as a team, pro-

moting ringing for services and training our ringers to improve standards.  

Mike Till  

Weathervanes Competition ɭ Result and Answers  

In the last issue  Marcus  Allum created a competition which involved guessing the weathervanes on 

towers in the  Newbury branch.   Thank you Marcus ɭa fiendish challenge, well beyond most of us, 

but illustrating another feature of the varied churches we ring in.     

Congratulations to Chris Maslen of Beenham, who tirelessly put in many minutes surfing the inter-

net to come up with the winning answer.   Chris will be receiving his prize whenever Marcus re-

members to deliver it.    

6ÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÛÖɯ×ÜÉÓÐÚÏɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯ×ÏÖÛÖÚɯÛÏÐÚɯÛÐÔÌɯÈÙÖÜÕËȰɯÉÜÛɯÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÙÙÌÊÛɯÈÕÚÞÌÙÚȯ 

1 East Garston   2 Hampstead Norreys   3 Newbury  

4  Beenham   5 Beedon    6 Aldermaston  

7  Brightwalton    8 Yattendon   9 Peasemore 

10 Chieveley   11 Migham    12 Bucklebury  

13 Brimpton    14 Thatcham   15 Speen 
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A Ringing Master reports  

Branch Practices 

Not so well supported lately, possibly with the weather playing a part and snow lying feet deep a 

slight discouraging factor I guess.  As requested at the AGM, there are now venues for January to 

March next year, although still subject to confirmation.  Here is the full list for information:  

9th Apr     Kintbury    7th May    Newbury  

4th Jun       Speen   2nd Jul      East Ilsley  

6th Aug      Farnborough   3rd Sep      Aldermaston  

1st Oct       Peasemore    5th Nov      Thatcham 

3rd Dec     Yattendon   7th Jan      Chieveley  

4th Feb      Chaddleworth   4th Mar      Midgham  

You will notice Chaddleworth included.  Although only a 4 bell tower, there are plenty of minimus 

ÔÌÛÏÖËÚɯÛÖɯÛÙàɯÈÕËɯ(ɀÓÓɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÌɯÚÖÔÌɯÕÖÛÌÚɯÉÌÍÖÙÌÏÈÕËɯÚÖɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÊÈÕɯÊÖÔÌɯ×ÙÌ×ÈÙÌËȭɯɯ ÕàÞÈàȮɯ(ɯ

thought it worth a go.   

Quarter & Curry Nights  

In December, we rang Grandsire Triples at Newbury and then joined up with a Thatcham London 

Royal practice band for curry at the Nawab in Thatcham.  Hoping for more rapid service, we split 

into two tables of 8, a plan that may well have 

ÞÖÙÒÌËɯÌßÊÌ×ÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÈɯɁÕÖ-ÚÛÈÙÛÌÙɂɯÙÜÓÌɯÞÈÚɯÛÙÈÕÚɪ

gressed, causing one table to wait quite a while 

for their main course!  Anyway, the perpetrator 

was let off with a caution and a nice meal and 

evening was had by all I think.   

Temporarily on hold for February because of 

Quarter Peal week, normal service was resumed 

for March, with Yorkshire Surprise Major at 

Englefield and Grandsire Doubles at Whitchurch -

on-Thames followed by a very nice meal at the 

Peking Garden in Pangbourne.  The ringing was 

of a good standard but the use of chopsticks 

needs a bit more work.   

Hope to see more of you getting involved in these evenings in due course, so please call or email. 

. 


